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RETAIL ASSESSMENTS IN "THE

COUNTY" PROPEL POLICY SUCCESS

Four northern Aroostook County retailers improve their smoke-free
workplace policies when prevention partners reach out to complete
on-site retail assessments.
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“ 'm really glad you visited. | had never
heard of the Maine prevention store.

ThIS was helpful. -Jeremy Flannery
;aner, Dodo's market
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When beginning retail
assessments we
explain the reason for
our visit, how we are
here to help, and all
that we have to offer.
We make sure that the
retailer has
appropriate training
access for their
employees, and that
they have all of the
resources provided by
Maine CDC and know
how to find them if
necessary. Because we
know they are busy,
we offer to place the
order for them this
time.

Conclusion

This is a
smoke-free
property.

After the assessment
segment of the visit,
we ask if the location
currently has a smoke-
free policy in place. If
they do, we ask if we
can review it. The case
for all of the locations
on this visit was that
they either did not
have a policy, or it was
no longer current and
was lacking language
that would protect
them from the dangers
of electronic
cigarettes as well as
other commercial
tobacco products. At
this point, we offered
the prefilled best-level
template that the
manager could review
on the spot or hang on
to, to share with the
owner of the store.

R s e Email

From : ACAP//Tobacco Prevention <cholland@acap-me.org>
Reply : cholland@acap-me.org
Subject : Tobacco Prevention Follow-Up!

Resources for
Retailers

mKI NGlu) IE]E [EB jloBAccOSALES]

Tobacoo Reti

3

We created an email
campaign to send out
to the locations who
completed the
assessment.

The email consisted
of a short note to
express our gratitude
for making our
communities a
healthier place to live.
We included links to
the Maine Prevention
Store for resources
and No Buts! for the
virtual training. Our
goal was to ensure
ease of access to the
most important
resources.
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We have determined that rather than sending an email or making a phone call,

meeting our retailers in person is our most successful approach, especially in the
terms of policy success. We enjoy connecting with all retailers and business owners
in the county because we have the ability to educate them on current policies and to
make sure they know how to get the free resources that are available to them.
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